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House to revote 
on GOP tax bill 


Passage not expected 
to be affected by 


three rules violations 


By Stephen Ohlemacher 
and Marcy Gordon 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Gleeful Re- 
publicans on Tuesday muscled 
the most sweeping rewrite of the 
nation’s tax laws in more than 
three decades through the House. 
House Speaker Paul Ryan dis- 
missed criticism of the widely un- 
popular package and insisted “re- 
sults are what’s going to make 
this popular.” 

In a last-minute glitch, how- 
ever, Democrats said three provi- 
sions in the bill, including one 
that would allow parents to use 
college savings accounts for 
home-schooling expenses for 
young children, violate Senate 
budget rules. 

The House vote, largely along 
party lines, was 227-203 and 
capped a GOP sprint to deliver a 
major legislative accomplish- 
ment to President Donald Trump 


after a year of congressional 
stumbles and non-starters. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., said the Senate 
would vote Tuesday evening, 
sending the legislation to Mr. 
Trump for his signature. 

And after Senate Democrats 
raised their objections, House 
Majority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy, R-Calif., said the 
House would vote on the package 
again on Wednesday, after the 
Senate removes the problematic 
provisions and passes the bill. 

The massive $1.5 trillion pack- 
age would touch every American 
taxpayer and every corner of the 
U.S. economy, providing steep 
tax cuts for businesses and the 
wealthy, and more modest tax 
cuts for middle- and low-income 
families. It would push the na- 
tional debt ever higher. 

The standard deduction used 
by most families would be nearly 
doubled, to $24,000 for a married 
couple, while those who itemize 
would lose some deductions. 

“Were delivering a tax code 
that provides more jobs, fairer 
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LIFE AND DEATH ON SANTRON AVENUE 


Stephanie Strasburg/Post-Gazette 


FINAL 


In one block of Carrick’s Santron Avenue, in three houses that sit side by side, the potent mix of 
heroin and fentanyl exerted such a powerful and destructive pull that it warped the lives of 
all who spent time there. SPECIAL REPORT: SECTION C 


Pittsburgh 
City Council 
raises tax on 


realty transfers 


By Adam Smeltz 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


For many families, buying a 
house in Pittsburgh will be a little 
more expensive come next year. 

City Council on Tuesday ap- 
proved a controversial increase in 
realty transfer taxes, bumping 
them from 4 percent to 4.5 percent 
effective Feb. 1. 

Extra revenue from the change, 
expected to be several million dol- 
lars a year, will support the afford- 
able housing trust fund that coun- 
cil approved a year ago but had yet 
to pay for. The vote on the tax in- 
crease was 7-2, with council mem- 
bers Darlene Harris and Natalia 
Rudiak dissenting. 

“This is about permanently 
changing the lives of Pittsburgh 
families,” said Celeste Scott, the 
housing justice organizer at Pitts- 
burgh United. The activist coali- 
tion has lobbied hard for the trust 
fund, also known as the Housing 
Opportunity Fund, which Ms. 
Scott said will let more than 7,000 
city families stay in their homes or 
move into affordable, safe housing. 

Aid programs through the fund 
are expected to include closing-cost 
assistance for eligible first-time 
homebuyers. That would effec- 
tively blunt the transfer tax in- 
crease for many lower- to middle- 
income purchasers. 

The effort follows findings from 
a task force that detailed an afford- 
able housing shortage for low- to 
moderate-income city residents. 
More than 23,000 Pittsburgh house- 
holds spend more than half their 
income on housing, making those 
families susceptible to foreclosure, 
eviction and other hardships, ac- 
cording to legislation that created 
the fund. 

At the same time, critics have 
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By Mark Belko 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


When Melissa Terrell saw the spar- 
tan rooms for children at Western Psy- 


chiatric Institute and Clinic of UPMC, 


she knew she had to do something. 


in spirit,” she recalled. 


The rooms were plain in color and 
didn’t have much life to them. “It felt 
very cold, not in temperature, but just 


Wanting to make a difference, Ms. 
Terrell and fellow students in a social 
work certification program at the 
Community College of Allegheny 
County got permission from the hospi- 
tal to buy the young patients colorful 


blankets, pillows and fuzzy 
help brighten their stay. 


that people cared about them. 


“I decided that every year for Christ- 


mental health worker. 


mas, I never wanted those children to 
feel that they were alone. So I vowed to 
do it every year,” said Ms. Terrell, a 


Nonprofit lifts spirits of children at Western Psych 


“Tt breaks my heart that people for- 
get that they’re there for Christmas.” 


socks to From that first visit in 2015 has 


It was their way of letting them know 


emerged the Samaria Project, a Home- 
wood-based nonprofit that not only 


SEE CHILDREN, PAGE A-2 
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German Chancellor Angela Merkel attends the opening Tuesday of a me- 
morial to victims of the 2016 Christmas market terror attack in Berlin, Ger- 
many. Victims and their relatives met with Ms. Merkel after expressing 
their frustration over what they say has been an inadequate response by 
the German government to the victims’ trauma. Story on A-4. 


Pa. Democrats spent 
$248K to settle sexual 


harassment complaint 


Caltagirone staffer 
received payout 


By Angela Couloumbis 
and Liz Navratil 
Harrisburg Bureau 


HARRISBURG — Pennsylva- 
nia House Democrats spent 
nearly a quarter-million dollars 
in taxpayer money to secretly 
settle a sexual harassment com- 
plaint against a 40-year law- 
maker, according to a docu- 
ment obtained by The Inquirer 
and Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 

A payment of $248,000 went to 
resolve a complaint in 2015 
against state Rep. Thomas Calt- 
agirone, a Democratic law- 
maker from Berks County, by a 
longtime legislative staffer. The 
settlement included a non-disclo- 
sure agreement, according to a 
source familiar with the matter. 

The year after the settlement, 
Mr. Caltagirone, a legislator 
since 1977, won re-election to 
his 21st two-year term; he was 
unopposed in the primary and 
the general election. 

It was not clear whether Mr. 
Caltagirone, who had faced a 


separate and widely publicized 
sexual harassment complaint in 
the mid-1990s, was disciplined or 
reprimanded after the 2015 pay- 
out. House Democrats would not 
discuss details about the case, 
and Mr. Caltagirone did not re- 
spond to requests for comment. 

Hours after the Inquirer and 
Post-Gazette reported the settle- 
ment on Tuesday, Gov. Tom 
Wolf, a fellow Democrat, called 
on Mr. Caltagirone to resign, 
saying: “Verbal and physical 
harassment is flat-out wrong, 
whether towards an employee 
or any other person.” 

The payout in Mr. Calt- 
agirone’s case was in addition 
to $30,000 that House Democrats 
made in 2013 to end a sexual ha- 
rassment suit against former 
state Rep. Jewell Williams, who 
is now Philadelphia’s sheriff. 

House Minority Leader 
Frank Dermody, D-Oakmont, 
this week declined to be inter- 
viewed about the settlement 
payouts, which were itemized 
in a document prepared by the 
state’s Bureau of Risk and In- 
surance Management and ob- 
tained by the newspapers. The 
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